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OUR LADY OF THE LAKE UNIVER-

SITY INAUGURATES FIFTH
PRESIDENT

HON. HENRY B. GONZALEZ
OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 12, 1998

Mr. GONZALEZ. Mr. Speaker, on February
21st of this year, Our Lady of the Lake Univer-
sity will inaugurate Sally Mahoney as its fifth
president. It is an honor for me to recognize
and applaud this important event at one of the
leading institutions of higher learning in the
entire southwest portion of our Nation.

Our Lady of the Lake University is coated in
the heart of the 20th Congressional District of
Texas, which I have had the honor and privi-
lege of representing in the U.S. Congress for
thirty-six years now. For over one hundred
years, Our Lady of the Lake University has
provided premier education at the same loca-
tion on the Westside of San Antonio.

The University—or ‘‘The Lake’’ as it is affec-
tionately referred to in San Antonio—was origi-
nally established in Texas by the Congrega-
tion of the Sisters of Divine Providence. From
its inception as a Catholic academy for young
women, the Lake has grown into a coeduca-
tional institution of world renown, serving an
entire region with an offering of scores of
areas of study and advanced degrees. As I
said on the floor of the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives some eight years ago on the Uni-
versity Founder’s Day, ‘‘Our Lady of the Lake
University stands alone in its rich history of of-
fering opportunities to groups left out of the
mainstream, including women of all ethnic
groups and adult students.’’

While its enrollment may be small in num-
bers compared to some other universities, Our
Lady of the Lake is big in its impact. It main-
tains the oldest social work program in Texas
at the Worden School of Social Service. The
list of University graduates reads as a who’s
who of those working to make a difference in
their communities at the local level and nation-
ally as well. It includes my esteemed col-
league in the U.S. House of Representatives,
the Honorable Ciro Rodriguez, and members
of my own staff.

Other graduates include Dr. Gloria
Rodriguez of Avance, Mary Jo Alvarez-
Rodriguez of Project COPE, Guadalupe Gib-
son and Dr. Ernesto Gomez of Centro Del
Barrio, Rosemary Stauber of the Bexar Coun-
try Women’s Center, and Louise Locker Elliot
of the Elf-Louise program. The list goes on
and will only continue to grow, thanks to the
strength of the University as an institution and
the commitment of those associated with our
Lady of the Lake.

As the recipient of an honorary doctoral de-
gree in the humanities from Our Lady of the
Lake, I would also like to extend my own per-
sonal welcome and congratulations to Presi-
dent Mahoney on the auspicious occasion of
her inauguration as the fifth president of Our
Lady of the Lake University. President
Mahoney takes the reins from my long-time
and very dear friend, Sister Elizabeth Anne
Sueltenfuss, who served as President of the
Lake for the past nineteen years. I trust that
President Mahoney will have as long and pro-
ductive a tenure, as Our Lady of the Lake

continues into its second century of edu-
cational service and excellence.
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TRIBUTE TO THE BOROUGH OF
SEASIDE PARK ON THEIR 100TH
ANNIVERSARY

HON. JIM SAXTON
OF NEW JERSEY

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 12, 1998

Mr. SAXTON. Mr. Speaker, I am proud to
rise in tribute to the 100th anniversary of the
Borough of Seaside Park, New Jersey. Sea-
side Park is celebrating their 100th anniver-
sary on March 2, 1998, and will be holding a
ceremony on Thursday, March 5 at 8:00 p.m.
at the regular meeting of the Town Council.
Other events will take place this summer, in-
cluding an Ocean Mini-marathon swim on Au-
gust 15, a Dinner Dance on August 21, and a
Centennial Parade on August 22, to be fol-
lowed with a fair with children’s games and
music.

The history of Seaside Park began in the
late 1800’s, and early settlers found the area
so beautiful, they planned to create a park;
thus the name Seaside Park. The early set-
tlers were self-reliant people, and through their
efforts they built a strong and vibrant commu-
nity. In those early days, residents hauled
sand to create the first roads, and many resi-
dents kept cattle, horses, and chickens.

In 1872, the U.S. Life Saving Service was
established, with William O. Miller as the first
captain. The Life Saving station became the
Coast Guard Station with the founding of the
Coast Guard in 1915. Today, the station
serves as a meeting facility and is home to the
borough offices.

Train service to Seaside Park began July 4,
1881, when the train made its first run from
Philadelphia to Seaside Park. The railroad sta-
tion, built in 1882, is now the site of the Mu-
nicipal Complex.

In 1899, the Seaside Park Yacht Club was
built. Seaside Park’s famous Sewell Cup for
catboats was originally presented by U.S.
Senator William Sewell during opening race
ceremonies in 1900. The Sewell Cup is still
raced today.

In 1913, Seaside Park’s Volunteer Fire De-
partment was established. That year, the com-
pany built their first vehicle, a horse drawn
hose truck. A large iron gong was rung when-
ever there was a fire, and residents re-
sponded. The gong is presently located out-
side the firehouse at the Municipal Complex.
In 1938, the Tri-Boro First Aid Squad was
formed. The squad originally covered the area
from Lavallette to Barnegat Inlet.

In 1973, Seaside Park adopted its official
Borough Seal. The seal is divided into three
parts, representing the trinity of land, sea and
air, which are symbolized by the native beach
plum, striped bass and a sea gull. The colors
of the seal are blue for nobility, gold for pre-
ciousness, and white for purity.

Mr. Speaker, today the Borough of Seaside
Park prides itself on its excellent beaches, its
quality of life, and its community spirit, where
neighbors know and care about each other. I
would therefore like to recognize all of the citi-

zens of Seaside Park and their Mayor, John
Peterson, Jr., and the Centennial Committee
Chairperson, Ms. Nancy Carlson, for their on-
going and continuing pride and love for their
town. Once again, Mr. Speaker, I would like to
congratulate the Borough of Seaside Park on
this historic milestone, and wish them a
happy, prosperous and successful next cen-
tury.
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HONORING DR. NORA KIZER BELL

HON. SAXBY CHAMBLISS
OF GEORGIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 12, 1998

Mr. CHAMBLISS. Mr. Speaker, I have the
distinct provilege today to honor a remarkable
woman and the newest president of Wesleyan
College in Macon, GA, Dr. Nora Kizer Bell.

On December 23, 1836, the Georgia legisla-
ture ratified the charter of the Georgia Female
College and empowered its president to ‘‘con-
fer all such honors, degrees, and licenses, as
are usually conferred in colleges or univer-
sities’’—making it the first college in the world
chartered to grant degrees to women. The col-
lege was founded through the efforts of a
group of Macon citizens and the Georgia Con-
ference of the Methodist Episcopal Church,
expressing their commitment to the higher
education of women.

The Georgia Conference assumed respon-
sibility for the college in 1843, and by an act
of the state legislature changed its name to
Wesleyan Female College. The ‘‘Female’’ was
eliminated from the name in 1917, but Wes-
leyan has remained a women’s college
throughout its history.

Wesleyan is also the birthplace of the first
two Greek societies for women, the Adelphean
Society in 1851 (now Alpha Delta Pi) and the
Philomathean Society in 1852 (now Phi Mu).

In 1928 the Liberal Arts College was moved
from its original College Street site to the new
Rivoli campus in north Macon. The historic
College Street building continued to house the
School of Fine Arts, which consisted of the
Conservatory of Music and the departments of
art, theatre, and speech. In 1953 the School of
Fine Arts, too, was moved to the present cam-
pus.

This is the extraordinary history of the insti-
tution that is about to inaugurate an extraor-
dinary new president. In 1997 Wesleyan Col-
lege named Dr. Bell its twenty-third president,
to succeed Robert Kilgo Ackerman. Dr. Bell is
a Magna Cum Laude and Phi Beta Kappa
graduate of Randolph-Macon Woman’s Col-
lege. She earned the master of arts from the
University of South Carolina and the doctor of
philosophy from the University of North Caro-
lina.

In 1998, one hundred sixty-two years after
the college’s founding, the president who con-
fers degrees on the graduates of Wesleyan
will also be the first woman to serve in that ca-
pacity. This is a great day for post-secondary
education, women educators, Wesleyan Col-
lege, and the City of Macon.

I am proud to represent Wesleyan College
and I commend Dr. Bell and her faculty and
administration on their commitment that Wes-
leyan College continue to provide the best
education for tomorrow’s leaders.
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TRIBUTE TO A.J. NASTASI: PENN-

SYLVANIA’S ALL-TIME HIGH
SCHOOL BASKETBALL SCORING
LEADER

HON. BUD SHUSTER
OF PENNSYLVANIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 12, 1998

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay tribute to a young man who has made an
athletic accomplishment that many people
thought would probably not be broken. A.J.
Nastasi, a student at Northern Bedford High
School located in Loysburg, Pennsylvania,
broke the Pennsylvania Boys High School
basketball Scoring record on Saturday, Feb-
ruary 7, 1998, with 3,627 points. I was fortu-
nate enough to be in attendance for this his-
toric game, watching A.J. and his teammates
take on my hometown’s team from Everett,
Pennsylvania. A.J. has demonstrated great
poise and maturity throughout this exciting
basketball season, a trait no doubt attributed
to his family. It should be noted that the pre-
vious record holder is a former colleague of
mine here in the House of Representatives,
former Representative Tom McMillen of Mary-
land. Tom set the state record in 1970 at
Mansfiled High School, scoring 3,608 points,
and went on to a successful college and pro-
fessional basketball career before coming to
Congress. It was a privilege to be invited to
honor A.J. and celebrate this momentous oc-
casion with the many fans, friends and family
members in attendance. Next Fall, A.J. will be
attending West Virginia University as a schol-
ar-athlete. A.J. has become part of an es-
teemed group of athletes through his accom-
plishment. I wish A.J. the best in this future
endeavors, and hope that he continues his
success on and off the court.
f

RECOGNIZING THE Y107/ST. JUDE’S
TELETHON

HON. MICHAEL PAPPAS
OF NEW JERSEY

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 12, 1998

Mr. PAPPAS. Mr. Speaker, this Friday and
Saturday, February 13 and 14th, radio station
Y107 and the Woodbridge Center in New Jer-
sey will be hosting the first annual Y107/St.
Jude Radiothon.

The radiothon which will run for a total of
forty two and a half hours over the next two
days, seeks to raise money for St. Jude Chil-
dren’s Research Hospital for the fight against
cancer and other catastrophic diseases.

Thirty-six years ago an entertainer by the
name of Danny Thomas founded the only hos-
pital devoted to solely fighting the plague of
cancer on the world’s children. That hospital,
the St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital is
still today the only hospital devoted to this
cause, and is still fighting cancer with a rare,
precious vigor and determination.

Treating over 14,000 children and making
scientific breakthroughs again and again, St.
Jude’s had helped to increase the overall sur-
vival rate for children stricken with cancer with
20 to 60 percent in its 36 year time span.

Today I would like to personally thank each
and every person who has devoted their time,

money, and hearts to St. Jude’s children. I
would also like to commend all of those who
have made these incredible advancements in
saving our children from cancer. One cannot
praise the hospital staff and volunteers
enough for their efforts throughout their years
of service. Moreover, I must also extend my
great appreciation to those who have donated
to St. Jude’s over the years. With costs of
over $60,000 for only the first year of treat-
ment, the children and St. Jude’s count on our
charity and generosity to fund their worthy
cause and make treatment possible. Con-
gratulations, best wishes and acclaim to St.
Jude Children’s Research Hospital, the chil-
dren, staff, contributors and people of Central
New Jersey that will help Y107 reach its goal
this weekend.
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RECOGNIZING LAUREN HOUGH FOR
OUTSTANDING VOLUNTEERISM

HON. CURT WELDON
OF PENNSYLVANIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 12, 1998

Mr. WELDON of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker,
I rise today to congratulate Lauren Hough of
Agnes Irwin School. Recently, Lauren was
named a Distinguished Finalist for the state of
Pennsylvania in the Prudential Spirit of Com-
munity Awards. This nationwide program high-
lights the achievements of America’s most ex-
emplary young people, like Lauren, who volun-
teer to make a difference in their communities
and throughout the world.

Miss Hough is being recognized for her
work with Operation Smile, an organization
dedicated to providing medical assistance and
surgical procedures to underprivileged children
throughout the world. Last year, Lauren trav-
eled with the organization to Kenya, where
she assisted doctors by comforting children
who are undergoing surgery for facial deformi-
ties.

Operation Smile has made a significant im-
pact throughout our nation and in the world.
With the help of volunteers like Lauren, Oper-
ation Smile has positively influenced over
41,000 children.

Lauren Hough should be proud to have
been singled out for recognition out of a na-
tional pool of over 11,000 students. I applaud
the work of Miss Hough in making a difference
and aiding the lives of children throughout the
world. She has demonstrated a level of com-
mitment and integrity that is exceptional for a
student of her age.

Lauren’s work is a model for other students
and adults throughout the nation. Volunteer
actions by those like Lauren is what made
America great. As a representative of the
youth of America, Lauren’s vision for vol-
unteerism provides me with an enthusiastic
outlook for the future. I thank Lauren and en-
courage her to continue working to make a dif-
ference in the lives of others.

1998 CONGRESSIONAL OBSERVANCE
OF BLACK HISTORY MONTH

SPEECH OF

HON. JOHN F. TIERNEY
OF MASSACHUSETTS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 11, 1998

Mr. TIERNEY. Mr. Speaker, while we cele-
brate the many accomplishments and con-
tributions that African Americans have brought
to our diverse country this month, I would like
to bring to the attention of my colleagues an
individual whose spiritual faith and dedication
to inner-city children has been an inspiration
to many.

Rev. Walter Murray graduated from Harvard
School of Divinity in 1986 and for the past
eight years, has been Pastor at Zion Baptist
Church in Lynn, Massachusetts. During his
tenure at Zion Baptist he founded the ‘‘Inroads
New England’’ program and provided transpor-
tation to inner-city children who otherwise
would not be able to attend program events.
Last fall, Rev. Murray was honored for his
work with Inroads New England.

The co-founder of the Essex County Com-
munity Organization, Rev. Murray also helped
create the Jump Start program in the base-
ment of his church, which provided after-
school activities for latchkey children. He is a
member of the Swampscott, Massachusetts
Rotary Club and has assisted in the develop-
ment of youth leadership weekends. He has
been honored with the Massachusetts Ecu-
menical Council of Churches award for Ecu-
menism, the First Decade Award from Harvard
Alumni Association, and the Childrens De-
fense Fund National Achievement Award.

Frederick Douglass once said, ‘‘I cannot
allow myself to be insensitive to the wrongs
and sufferings of any part of the great family
of man.’’ Rev. Murray personifies the words of
the great abolitionist and civil rights leader
through his selfless dedication and spiritual
devotion to the children who are often ne-
glected and forgotten. His work has touched
the lives of hundreds of children and adults
and he continues to influence more and more
individuals every day. In our lifetime, we are
fortunate to know at least one person with
such philanthropic commitment, and as we
commemorate Black History Month, I am hon-
ored to call Rev. Murray a constituent, a dear
friend, and an individual who truly represents
the achievements of African Americans to our
society.
f

SALUTING SAM JOHNSON OF
TEXAS

HON. F. JAMES SENSENBRENNER, JR.
OF WISCONSIN

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 12, 1998

Mr. SENSENBRENNER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
to salute a colleague and a true patriot, Rep-
resentative SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Today
marks the 25th anniversary of Mr. JOHNSON’S
release from North Vietnam, where he was
held as a prisoner of war for nearly seven
years in the infamous Hanoi Hilton.

We have all heard stories of the horrific con-
ditions endured by American servicemen who
became pawns of the North Vietnamese as
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